Scientist Consensus Statement - September 1, 2025
Ecological Value of Statewide Significance of State Parks’ Alameda-Tesla Area (“Tesla”)

Policy Imperative to Permanently Preserve Tesla in its Natural State
and Support for Establishment of Tesla as a Reserve

We, the undersigned scientists and academics with expertise in ecology, botany, biology, and related
disciplines, endorse the overwhelming evidence that the 3,100-acre State Parks-owned Alameda-Tesla Area in
eastern Alameda County, also referred to as “Tesla”, has rare ecological value and contains an abundance of
highly sensitive natural resources of statewide significance. Because of the exceptional biodiversity at Tesla,
and its wealth of natural resources, the area holds irreplaceable value for our state.

For three-quarters of a century, renowned university scientists, such as the late herpetologist Robert Stebbins,
have recognized the biological importance of the Tesla area, and written numerous letters to State Parks
supporting its full preservation. We call on you again to ensure resource conservation at Tesla by classifying it
as a State Parks Reserve, the highest level of protection available under the applicable sections of the Public
Resources Code (PRC). The General Plan for Tesla should be consistent with the resource protection afforded
by Reserve classification.

The extensive scientific evidence of Tesla’s extraordinary biological resources cannot be ignored. Forty-five
(45) species of rare plants, and 56 local watch list plants have been documented on Tesla. It is a Botanical
Priority Protection Area documented by the East Bay Chapter of the California Native Plant Society. Professor
Brent Mishler and his colleagues (signers to this statement) conducted independent research of phylogenetic
endemism of native plants statewide, and identified the Tesla area as a top conservation priority area for the
entire state. Fifty-five (55) special-status animals have been documented on Tesla (3 nearby). The California
State Wildlife Action Plan designates thirty-three (33) of these special-status animals as Species of Greatest
Conservation Need. Tesla covers an absolutely essential Critical Linkage Habitat Corridor through the Northern
Diablo Range that is vital for long-term persistence of wildlife and plant populations. The California Department
of Fish and Wildlife assessment confirms the extraordinary biodiversity of this area where arid and mesic biotic
regions converge. The location, topography, and mix of species supports the role of Tesla in providing refugia
during a time of extreme climate change. These facts, and more, are documented in the comprehensive
Biological Assessment of Tesla! which several of us peer reviewed. The evidence is indisputable.

We have and continue to conduct research on wildlands throughout California, and speak with experience and
authority when we state that Tesla’s documented assemblages of species, and mix of habitat types are unique.
Tesla is not just like any other land or public space. It is truly exceptional, a rare jewel. It should be treated by
California State Parks with the greatest care possible to ensure that opening the area to public access does not
cause detrimental impacts to the sensitive soils, streams, ponds, vegetation, and wildlife. Under the applicable
statutory scheme, and given the 2021 legislation, the highest level of protection available is classification as a
Reserve. This will provide low-intensity access for enjoyment and education.

We strongly recommend that the State Park and Recreation Commission classify Tesla as a Reserve under PRC
Section 5019.65(a), and prepare the General Plan in concordance with the resource protections designated by
Reserve classification. As Professor Emeritus and Jepson Herbarium Curator Emeritus, Bruce Baldwin, also a
signer to this consensus statement, has expressed “Tesla is too important to be sacrificed.”

1 Full Biological Assessment of Tesla - “Reserve Classification of California State Parks Alameda-Tesla Property, Alameda
County, California based on an Assessment of Biological Resources and the Effects of Recreational Activities on those
Resources”, dated September 1, 2025, which updates the 8/1/2024 issue, including information from the most current official
lists of special-status and watch list species.
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Sincerely, (list of signers follows in alphabetical order)

Stepfanie M. Aguillon, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of California, Los Angeles

Jeff Alvarez

Wildlife Biologist

President, Western Section of The Wildlife Society
The Wildlife Project

L.D. Anderson, Ph.D.

Coordinator, California Naturalist Program
Arboretum and Botanic Garden

University of California, Santa Cruz

Bruce G. Baldwin, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus,

Department of Integrative Biology
Curator Emeritus, Jepson Herbarium
University of California, Berkeley

Jun Bando, Ph.D.

Executive Director

California Native Plant Society
Ecology, University of California, Davis

Katharine D. Barrett, M.S.

Emeritus, Biology Education Department
Lawrence Hall of Science

Director of Education, UC Botanical Garden
University of California, Berkeley

Reginald H. Barrett, Ph.D.

Emeritus Professor of Wildlife Management
Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and
Management

College of Natural Resources

University of California, Berkeley

Robert W. Byrnes, Ph.D.

Senior Staff Scientist, Emeritus
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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John Callaway, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus

Department of Environmental Science
University of San Francisco

Farley Connelly, Ph.D.

Wildlife Biologist

Alameda County Resource Conservation District
Animal Behavior and Ethology, University of
Melbourne, Australia

Robin Dobson, Ph.D.

Plant Pathology, Washington State University
Ecologist, Retired

United States Forest Service

Jack Dumbacher, Ph.D.
Curator of Birds and Mammals
Ornithology and Mammalogy
California Academy of Sciences

Jennifer Erskine-Ogden, Ph.D.

Science Teacher

San Francisco Unified School District

Plant Ecology, University of California, Davis

Susan Fawcett, Ph.D.

Research Botanist

University and Jepson Herbaria
University of California, Berkeley

Lawrence, D. Ford, PhD.

Principal, Senior Rangeland Conservation Scientist
Rangeland Conservation Science

Research Associate, Environmental Studies,
University of California, Santa Cruz

W. Jesse Hahm, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Geography, Simon Fraser University,
British Columbia, Canada
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Robert W. Hansen, M.A.
Affiliated Researcher

Museum of Vertebrate Zoology
University of California, Berkeley

Susan P. Harrison, Ph.D.

Distinguished Professor

Department of Environmental Science and Policy
University of California, Davis

David Herrera, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

School of the Environment
San Francisco State University

Adriana Hernandez, Ph.D.
Associate Director of Research
Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve
Stanford University

Nick Jensen, Ph.D.

Conservation Program Director
California Native Plant Society

Botany, Claremont Graduate University

Kerry Kriger, Ph.D.

Executive Director, Save the Frogs!
Environmental Science

Griffith University, Australia

Leslie Kuhn, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Michigan State University

Robert S. Lane, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of Medical Entomology
Department of Environmental Science, Policy and
Management

University of California, Berkeley

Justin C. Luong, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Forestry, Fire and Rangeland Management
California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt
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Deborah Lutterschmidt, Ph.D.
Professor

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of California, Irvine

Bradford Martin, Ph.D.

Plant Ecology, Loma Linda University
Adjunct Professor of Biology

La Sierra University

Jimmy A. McGuire, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Integrative Biology
Curator of Herpetology, Museum of Vertebrate
Zoology

University of California, Berkeley

Amy Merrill, Ph.D.
Principal, Merrill Ecological

Riparian and River Ecology, University of California,

Berkeley

Brent D. Mishler, Ph.D.

Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Department of Integrative Biology

Curator of Bryophytes, University and Jepson
Herbaria

University of California, Berkeley

Becca Morris, M.S.

Research Technician

National Estuarine Research Reserve
San Francisco State University

Michael Nachman, Ph.D.

Director, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology
Professor, Department of Integrative Biology
University of California, Berkeley

Martha K. Nungesser, Ph.D.

Senior Environmental Scientist, Retired
South Florida Water Management District
Environmental Science, University of Virginia
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Lech Naumovich, M.ESc.

Yale University School of the Environment
Faculty, Environmental Studies and Sustainability
Prescott College

Sarah Otterstrom, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Paso Pacifico

Ecology, University of California, Davis

Edith Read, Ph.D.

Senior Ecologist

Ecological Society of America

Biology, University of California, Irvine

Albert Ruhi, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Freshwater Ecology and
Conservation, Department of Environmental Science,
Policy, and Management

Faculty Co-Director, Institute for Parks, People, and
Biodiversity

University of California, Berkeley

James L. Patton, Ph.D.

Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Department of Integrative Biology
Curator of Mammals Emeritus, Museum of
Vertebrate Zoology

University of California, Berkeley

Mary E. Power, Ph.D.

Professor of the Graduate School,
Department of Integrative Biology
University Of California, Berkeley
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John Taylor Ph.D.

Distinguished Professor

Department of Plant and Microbial Biology
Curator-University Herbarium
Trustee-Jepson Herbarium

University of California, Berkeley

Alan B. Shabel, Ph.D.

Lecturer, Department of Integrative Biology
Manager and Director, Point Reyes Field Station
University of California, Berkeley

Fraser Shilling, Ph.D.

Director, Road Ecology Center

Institute of Transportation Studies

Department of Environmental Science and Policy
University of California, Davis

James Weigand, Ph.D.

Oregon State University College of Forestry
Ecologist, Retired

USDI Bureau of Land Management
California State Office

Jennifer M. White, Ph.D.

Director of Education Emeritus, UC Botanical Garden
Director of Exhibits, Lawrence Hall of Science
Director of Biology Lab, Lawrence Hall of Science
University of California, Berkeley



